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Treasury Department 
Bureau of the Mint 
Washington, D.C. 


September 29, 1885 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


Dear Sir: 


Your communication of the 26" inst. Enclosing a letter from your Cashier relative to the 
cost of coining silver dollars at your mint, has been received. The letter of Mr. Cobb contains 
some inaccuracies to which your attention is directed. Under the first head, he has included 
refining and separating as a portion of the expenses of coining gold and silver. Those items of 
expense were not included in the statement forwarded you from this Bureau, for the reason that 
the charges are collected of depositors for defraying the expense. 

Under the second head, in stating the processes to which minor coins are subjected, he 
has omitted the melting, rolling and cutting processes to which all the minor coins except the 
cents are subjected. Of the minor coins struck at your Mint in the year 1884, 15,000,000 
consisted of five cent pieces, and in 1885 over 7,000,000 all of which pieces were subjected to 
about the same processes, with the exception of adjusting, as the silver coin, remembering of 
course that the expense of preparing the silver suitable for ingots, is borne by the depositor. 
However, this has no material bearing on the point to which your attention was directed. The 
main fact is that it is now costing for labor and incidentals nearly, if not over, two cents a piece 
for coining silver dollars at your Mint — that being the only coinage at present executed, while at 
the New Orleans Mint where a much smaller coinage is executed, the average cost per piece for 
the fiscal years 1885 and 1885 and for the month of August of the present fiscal year was about 
1.5 cents. 

At the New Orleans Mint 34 adjusters are employed; at your Mint 138 not including 24 
counters. Either the force of your office should be reduced or a large gold coinage should be 
executed to warrant the present rate of expenditures. 

For the present, you will coin, in addition to your quota of silver dollars, half-eagles, and 
it is hoped that you will be able to coin up the greater portion of the gold bullion in your Mint 
during the present fiscal year. 

Very respectfully, 

James P. Kimball, Director 


